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MY SURPRISE PARTY 
T>\ Hugh M. Eaton. 

I was engaged in putting the fin- 
ishing touches to a drawing due on 
the following day, when the door 
opened and my friend Dick peered 
into the room. 

" Hello, Mack ! Busy ? " he said, 
laying down a package and glancing 
over my shoulder. " Not half bad, 
but you draw thundering big." 

" Can draw better, my boy," said I, 
slashing away at the background ; "be- 
sides, I can't get as much ' slam-bang ' 

in a little drawing. You see " 

Jingle went the door-bell, and in came my friend Smith. 

" Hello, Smith, where did you hail from ? " said I, as he came forward, leaving 
a package like my friend Dick's on the table. 

" Howdy, howdy, all, " said he, fishing out a pipe. " Had to stay in town and 
thought I'd run over." 

" Seen Life this week ? Plaguy good thing of Wenzell's in it." 
" Well, by all that's odd, here's Prince Hal and Little Bodkins," and two more 
of my friends stalked into the room. A suspicion dawned upon me that I was the 
not unwilling victim of a hospitable conspiracy, especially as the packages had now 
increased to four. 

The blending of some very questionably tuneful voices on the stairs announced 
more arrivals, and, the tally of guests being now apparently complete, sundry mys- 
terious bottles manifested themselves in the good company of crackers and cheese, 
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the customary extravagant dissipation 
of the fraternity, and gathering around 
the festive board (drawing-boards in 
lieu of a table-cloth) we discussed the 
beverage and the merits of recent re- 
productions. 

"Speaking of newspaper illustrat- 
ing, how do you like the way Zola's 
story has been illustrated ?" said I. 

"I should think it would make 
Zola's hair fall out/' cried Dick. 

" Oh ! you poor scribbler, you don't 
know a good thing when you see it. All 
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the boys are copying his style, and you 
know the old «;as: of imitation beine: the 
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THE WITCHES DANCE. 



sincerest form of flattery ; " and so on 
flew the repartee, quicker and faster 
as the bottles were emptied. 

A distant church-bell chimed mid- 
night, and a simultaneous search for 
hats commenced. 

The humputy bump of a cane, the 
slam of the door, and the rollicking 
voices grew faint and died away. 

Some time later I arose from my 
drawing with a wet towel around my 
head, gazing at the completed drawing 
with a sigh of relief. 
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A NIGHT O' BAD UREA MS. 



